1813
January 3d, Paris:
(To General Clarke.) As the King of Spain asks to have the Duke of Dalmatia recalled to Paris, and as that marshal demands the same thing, send him leave of absence by .special eourier.
Tell the King, writing in cipher, that in the present state of things he should place his headquarters at Valladolid.
7th. (To Francis I.) Every time I met the Russian army I defeated it. My Guard was not once engaged, never fired a shot, nor did it lose a man in the presence of the enemy. It is true that between the 7th and the 10th of November 30,000 of my cavalry and artillery horses died; I abandoned several thousand wagons for laek of horses. In that frightful storm of frost, our men could not stand bivouacking; many wandered off to seek houses for shelter; there was no cavalry left to protect them. Cossacks picked up several thousands.
AH for France, I could not be more satisfied with her; men, horses, money, everything is offered me. My finances are in good order. I shall therefore make no advances looking to peace.
Your Majesty can now judge my situation and my views as well as I can. I assume that this letter and its contents will remain a matter between Your Majesty and myself; but, knowing my views, Your Majesty may take any step that appears desirable with a view to peace.
9thu   (To Berthier.)   On hearing of the treachery ofhe neighbourhood of Berlin and the Oder.
